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More than a century ago, Martin Buber worried about a crisis in modern life: how would increased alienation and “social distance”
of modern societies affect the well-being of humanity? Both in his writings on the notion of dialogue and his writings on Judaism,
Buber speaks about the spiritual dimension of human relationships as the basis for creating genuine community as the response to
this crisis. How might his writings help us reflect on the consequences of “social distancing” during the current pandemic and
appreciate the value of the communities in which we live and serve?

This webinar was led by Rabbi Bill Plevan on March 19. Watch here.
(https://zoom.us/rec/play/7Md_JLj9_243TtXGtQSDAVMrWIOW_KqysOSIW_fZcnU_gAndQMQelZOMXZbRDIDb5kpdOXo0ia8W7A0A7Z?
autoplay=true)

Download pdfs here:

“From Crisis to Community: Reading Martin Buber in the Time of Social Distancing” by Rabbi William Plevan, PhD
(https://1x5p951614wm35poeh16mpzk-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/From-Crisis-to-Community.pdf)

“Community and Environment” by Martin Buber (https://1x5p951614wm35poeh16mpzk-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Buber_Community-and-Environment.pdf)
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