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Pandemic Sabbath

By Cathleen Cohen

FordJ, Gand M

Sitting at intervals on the porch,
we’re masked,
though still a circle, a family

passing challah, pre-sliced.
No tearing the bread,
no fingering shiny crust before sharing.

The youngest invents a game,
grasps the top page from a colorful stack
at her father's knee.

Rounding the table,
she slaps it on her mother's lap.
Returns.

Selects a square of sky-blue,
a gift for me.
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Returns.

Chooses peach for one sister,
jade green for another,
orange for her grandfather.

Is she mapping Sabbath?
Weaving us in?

Each departure/arrival,
each circuit of the table
is met with cheers.

Does she realize we'’re smiling? | ask.
The muscles of our cheeks and lips
are hidden.

Yes! declares the oldest child.
She sees the lines
of kindness around our eyes.
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Cyd Weissman

Cathy | think | am sitting with you and the children on the porch. I've been
thinking that we all have learned to smile with our eyes.
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_ Cathleen Cohen
i Wishing you and your family a safe and healthy year, Cyd!
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Steve Pollack
- Beautiful moment, Cathy. The simple wisdom of children.

Shabbat Shalom and Shanah tovah.
Like - Reply - 1y
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